The other morning some of us were together in a church where the rector was saying Morning Prayers, and leading us in guided silent prayer. He said, ‘Let us pray for those whom we do not love.’ And there rose up before my mind three men for whom I had to pray. They were men who have opposed my work. In this they may have been wrong. But my wrong was in resentment and a feeling of letting myself be cut off from them, and even from praying for them, because of it. Years ago I read a quotation from Mary Lyon that recurs to me again and again: ‘Nine-tenths of our suffering is caused by others not thinking so much of us as we think they ought.’ If you want to know where pride nestles and festers in most of us, that is right where it is: and it is not the opposition of others, but our own pride, which causes us the deepest hurt. I never read a word that penetrated more deeply into the sin of pride from which all of us suffer, nor one which opens up more surgically our places of unforgiveness.  Samuel Moor Shoemaker
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you

have made, and forgive the sins

Of all who are penitent.

Create and make in us new and contrite hearts,

That lamenting our sins and acknowledging our

wretchedness, we may receive from you,

the God of all mercy, perfect forgiveness

and peace, through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

                                                          Thomas Cranmer

We thank you, Father, for those days in the desert when, through prayer and fasting, Jesus discovered your will for his life and overcame the temptations of the Evil One.

Help us, during these days of Lent, to come close to you and to listen to your voice. Give us strength to overcome the temptation to please ourselves and live life without you. Teach us your way. For Jesus’ Sake

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, to take up your cross and follow him.

Please pray for: Mrs Judith Baker and Nuala Carthy who died recently (Requiem Mass Friday 8th February); also Mary Ray, Denis Neale, George Galbraith, Doris Chalmers, John Farrell, Margaret Mary Francis, Mary Lee and Denis Driscoll whose anniversaries are at this time.      
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 3rd FEBRUARY 2008 (YEAR A)

Dear Parishioners,

How happy are the poor in Spirit! Jesus gives us the Beatitudes and pronounces ‘blessed’ or ‘happy’ those whose lives are guided by the spirit of the Beatitudes. We will soon begin the season of Lent and we ask that we may closely conform our lives to the spirit of the Beatitudes.

This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday. Please note the times of Masses for this day. Dominion Car Park will remain open for those attending the 7.00pm. Mass on Wednesday evening.

There is a Pastoral Letter this weekend from our Archbishop 

Thank you to all who attended the Parish Meeting on Wednesday evening. Now that we have chosen an architect it is another important step forward in the refurbishment of the Sanctuary and the Church, I will be producing a handout just to underline the principles involved in our re-ordering of the Sanctuary.

You may be considering undertaking some Lenten activities. Why not consider attending the Thursday evening talks on the Faith at 7.30pm. In the Parish Hall. This Thursday the subject is: ‘Why did Jesus die on the Cross?’ Also we will be having Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings between 6.00-6.30pm. (Holy Hour 5.00pm-6.00pm) On Sunday afternoons at 5.00pm there will be Stations and Benediction.

This weekend there will be a recruiting drive on behalf of the Catenian Organisation.

This Friday evening’s Mass will include the anointing of the sick.

Finally we welcome into the family of the Church Stephen John Barlow, son of Chris and Victoria, who will be baptized this Sunday afternoon.

	February 2nd

Saturday
	 9am.Ita Wright-  Get Well
Zephaniah 2: 3; 3: 12-13                           1 Corinthians 1:26-31 Matthew 5:1-12

12.30pm Joe & Joseph Callaghan 

                RIP            

6.00 pm For all People of the Parish
	Confession / Exposition 11.am-Noon.

 Tea/Coffee available after 12.30pm Mass   

Confession 5.15-5.45pm

	February 3rd

FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
	Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13                           1  Corinthians 1:26-31  Matthew 5:1-12                    

9.00am Clarice (Special intention)

11.am Caterina Vinti RIP      
	Tea/Coffee available

 after 9.am/11.am     

 Masses



	February 4th

Monday

Feria
	2 Samuel 7: 4-17      Mark 4:1-20                                      

  9.40am The Rosary
 10.am Joe Roache RIP
	Pre-School Group 9am-1.15pm



	February 5th

Tuesday

St Agatha
	Genesis 1: 1-19        Mark 6: 53-56                 

  9.40am The Rosary

10.00am Michael Fahy RIP

12.30pm Celebrant’s Intention
	Pre-School Group 9am-1.15pm.                    

Legion of Mary 6.30pm

Youth Club 7.00pm

	February 6th
ASH WEDNESDAY

Fast & Abstinence
	Joel 2: 12-18   2  Corinthians 5:20-6:2         Matthew 6:1-6,16-18

10.00am Celebrant’s Intention

9.40am The Rosary

12.30pm Holy Souls

  7.00pm Denis Driscoll RIP
	Parents / Toddlers Group 9am-12.30pm

Rainbows 4.30-5.50pm

Brownies 5.45-7.30pm

	February 7th

Thursday

After Ash Wednesday
	Deuteronomy 30: 15-20    Luke 9: 22-25

 9.40am The Rosary

10.am C.W.L. Rota Mass                   

12.30pm Martin Gannon (Intents)

4.30pm First Holy Communion Preparation   6pm Confirmation 
	Pre-School Group 9.am-

1.15pm

Exposition 10-30am-

12.30pm. 

 Talks on the                                          Faith 7.30pm.             

	February 8th

Friday

St Jerome Emiliani,          St Josephine Bakhita
	Isaiah 58: 1-9  Matthew 9: 14-15    

 9.40am The Rosary 

10.am Requiem Mass-Nuala Carthy

 6.30pm Thomas Ward RIP-Anointing of the Sick

7.30-8.30pm Choir Practice
	 Exposition 10.30am-12.30pm            Exposition/Holy Hour 5.00pm until 6.00pm

Stations of the Cross

6.00pm-6.30pm

	February 9th

Saturday


	9.am Celebrant’s Intention

Genesis 2: 7-9;3:1-7    Romans 5: 12-19

Matthew 4: 1-11                                                        

12.30pm Thomas McTernan RIP

6.00pm Ellen Weir RIP
	Confession and 

Exposition 11am-Noon CAFOD Lunch  after 12.30pm mass-2.30pm 

Confession 5.15-5.45pm

	February 10th First Sunday 

Of Lent
	Genesis 2:7-9;3:1-7      Romans 5:12-19 

Matthew 4:1-11                       

9.00am Johnnie McDonagh RIP                                 

11.am Patrick John Brennan RIP 
	Tea/Coffee available after 9am/11am Masses

5.00pm Stations  & Benediction

	Offertory Collection Last week: £ 1050:75    Gift Aid £ 304:70   Loose: £ 746:05

Retiring Collection last week: Catholic Education Council: £401:02

‘Not on your Life…..or anyone else’s’-Ann Widdecombe and guests will give a series of rallies to educate and inform on today’s life issues and the new Bill going through Parliament, Coventry Cathedral Wednesday 13th February at 7.30pm.See poster for details.


LOCAL M.P.s- If you wish to contact your M.P. about Life Issues; Lorely Burt M.P. 41 Warwick Road, Solihull B92 7HS   Telephone 0121 706 9365 email burtl@parliament.uk
And Caroline Spelman M.P. - 2 Manor Road, Solihull B91 2BL Telephone 0121 711 2955 email caroline@caroline.com
BOYCE & STANDLEY-Age to Age Concert Tour. Friday 22nd February 8pm Acocks Green Sacred Heart & Holy Souls Church Ticket price £5. To book telephone: 01675 466 254

SOLIHULL CHORAL SOCIETY- Present J.S.Bach’s St.John Passion. Olton Friary St Bernards Road. Saturday 8th March 7.30pm. Telephone: 0121 704 3147

WALK WITH ME BOOKLETS AND CALENDARS- Are now available in both porches; please help your self.

BIRMINGHAM CATHOLIC RAMBLING CLUB-All are welcome to join our Saturday rambles in the countryside. Further details please contact the Secretary, Mary Gibbons 0121 454 0348 or mary@gibbonsfamily.org.uk
LOURDES PILGRIMAGE 2008 –Saturday 24th May to Saturday 31st May. See poster in the porch Olton Friary will be arranging a pilgrimage. Please contact Jim Noonan on 01 564 777 352

Readers this week                                   Eucharistic Ministers this week

    Saturday 6pm R.Bird                                     Saturday 6pm R.Bird/B.Ryder

                           B.Concannon                                            R.Bird/B.Ryder   

    Sunday 9.am  H.Bourke                                  Sunday 9am M.Deneny/A.Keating                                                                            

                           G.Coburn                                                  M.Deneny/A.Keating              

    Sunday11.am R.Nicholson                              Sunday 11am A.Kelly/F.Smith

                            C.Hodrien                                                 A.Kelly/F.Smith                                                                                 
   Next week’s rota in italics.               

Please remember in your prayers the sick of the Parish

 Damian Crowe      Mary Topping                   Maureen McQuillan    Anne White
 Marie Francis           Michael McAvinney                 Eileen Mulry            Michael Hulse

 Hannah Maddock   Kathleen McLoughlin       Jenny McHale         James Wall                  Kevin O’Connor         Kenneth Shirley                    James Moran                Freda Bragg

Patricia Jones              Ann Warren             Baby Brendan Culley     Baby Samuel Neal        Irene Sutton                  Baby Jones                  Michael Hyland                    Jane Farmer                  Anita Giblin                    Patsi O’Brien             Bob Smith                      

Sarah Smallwood          Barbara Keeling          Ellen Shinton






















