Welcome to Year 6 of St.Augustine’s who will be attending the 10.00am Mass this Wednesday and who will be remaining afterwards for Stations of the Cross.                                                             
Tea and Coffee: Available on Sunday 12th March after both 9 & 11 o’clock Masses. FairTrade products available after both Masses. This is FairTrade Fortnight so come and have a look.

Mothers’ Prayers Meeting: March 13th Parish Hall.8.00pm.

CAFÉ: Starting March 23rd.8.00pm in Parish Hall. Three video talks before Easter and two after

A Reading from St.John Chrysostom: Prayer is the light of the soul, giving us true knowledge of God. It is a link mediating between God and man. By prayer the soul is borne up to heaven and in a marvellous way embraces the Lord. This meeting is like that of an infant crying on its mother, and seeking the best milk. The soul longs for its own needs and what it receives is better than anything to be seen in the world.

   Prayer is a precious way of communicating with God; it gladdens the soul and gives repose to its affections you should not think of prayer as being a matter of words. It is a desire for God, an indescribable devotion, not of human origin, but the gift of God’s grace.                                                              

.

Sunday Offerings: Thank you for your regular Sunday Offerings. You will find on the Notice Board the Income and Expenditure for last Year. Soon we will be beginning the new tax year.

Gift-Aid: The new sets of envelopes will be available from next weekend. May I ask those who have sets of envelopes but who do not Gift –Aid to let me have your name. If there are any Parishioners who wish to Gift-Aid their Sunday Offerings either by Standing Order or by the use of envelopes please contact Father Dominic.

By Gift-Aiding your Sunday Offerings the Church receives an extra 28%. E.g. if you contribute £10.00 per week the Church would receive from the Inland Revenue a further £2.80 per week.
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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT (YEAR B)   

Dear Parishioners,

                           I am grateful to two of our parishioners for their help in preparing our new format for the newsletter. I hope that it will prove a useful means of communicating Good News.

                               Thank you to all of you for your generous support of our Lenten efforts for CAFOD; for the support of the ‘Soupa Soup Lunch’ and in anticipation of this Friday’s CAFOD Family Fast Day. The CAFOD envelopes and journals are available for you to take and to return next weekend when we will have a Retiring Collection. CAFOD’s theme this Family Fast Day is: ‘Clean Water’. Water is an important symbol in our Christian life. From the Cross Jesus cried:’ I thirst.’ Mother Teresa always understood these words to refer to Jesus’s thirst for our love; for each one of us is a gift of God the Father to Jesus. We too experience thirst; and at a purely physical level we can quench our thirst very easily. At a deeper level we thirst for God’s love; as the Psalmist expresses it:

‘Like the deer that pants for running streams, so my soul is thirsting for you, my God.’

On this First Sunday of Lent let our longing for God’s love grow ever stronger; and may His love move our hearts to respond generously to the CAFOD Family Fast Day.

    On the last day and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood there and cried out:

             ‘If any man is thirsty, let him come to me!

                Let the man come and drink who believes in me!’

As scripture says, from his breast shall flow fountains of living water. He was speaking of the Spirit, which those who believed in him were to receive; for there was no Spirit as yet because Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

Mass Times and Intentions
	SATURDAY   
	SUNDAY:Gen.9:8-15; 1Pet. 3:18-22; Mk.1:12-15

	12.30pm John&WinifredMcGovern RIP
	9.00a.m. Rita Coleman RIP



	6.00 p.m. For the People of the Parish
	11.00a.m. William Palmer RIP




	Monday

Lev.19:1-2, 11-18

Mt. 25:31-46
	10a.m.
	Of Lent Week 1            Noel Joyce RIP

	Tuesday

Isa. 55:10-11

Mt.   6:7-15
	10a.m.

  7p.m.
	Sts.Perpetua and Felicity   Janet Welsh

                      Paul and Laura Hemming

	Wednesday
Jon.  3:1-10

Lk. 11:29-32
	10a.m.

12.30pm


	St.John of God              James Kavanagh RIP

                                        Kevin O’Connor  



	Thursday

Esther 4:17

Mt.     7:7-12
	10.am

                                       12.30pm  
	St.Frances of Rome.      Iris Sibley RIP  and

                                         Baby Jordan RIP  

                                         Bernadette Barrett RIP

	Friday

Ezek 18:21-28

Mt.   5:20-26 
	10a.m.

  7pm 


	Family Fast Day for the Needy & Hungry 

                                          Edward Hemming    
                                    Intention of Beirne Family


Offertory Collection last week: £ 1,127.28; Gift Aid £ 360.30 Loose£766.98               Retiring Collection this week for: Maintenance of St.Chad’s Cathedral                                                                

	Readers this week

Saturday 6p.m.Bernard Concannon 

Sunday 9a.m. Don Deneny 

Sunday 11a.m.Ken White
	Eucharistic Ministers this week

Saturday 6p.m. B.Ryder/R.Bird                           
Sunday 9a.m.N.Hart/K.Bolton 
Sunday 11.amF. Smith/B.Day

	Stations of the Cross: Fri 6.15p.m.

Exposition: Fridays of Lent from after 10.00a.m. Mass until 6.15pm
	Confession: Wednesday 12. -12.30

                   Thursday   12. -12.30

                       Saturday   11-12.00


Next Weekend's Mass Times and Intentions
	                SATURDAY   
	SUNDAY

	12.30p.m. For all People
	9.00a.m. Emma and Pat Walsh

	6.00 p.m. Michael & Olive Hulse
	11.00a.m. Walter Ashley


Please pray for: Thomas Masterson who died recently; also Dermot McKenna, William O’Dwyer, Doris Hart, Lee Farrell, Alice Butler and baby Edward Hemming whose anniversaries are at this time.

Lourdes Fundraiser: Quiz night with a difference, on Saturday 11th March 7.45pm in the Parish Hall, to include a lasagne and salad supper. £10 per person. Vegetarian option on request when booking. Bring your own drinks. See Notice Board for details or call Maria 0121 705 8421.

Catechesis in Cathedral with Archbishop Vincent: Friday 10th March. 7.00pm-9.30pm. Invitation to young adults 16+.

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament: Please note that on Fridays of Lent there will be exposition of the Blessed Sacrament throughout the day. There is a Rota in the main porch for you to sign indicating which half hour you                                will be available to Watch before The Blessed Sacrament.

Olton Friary: To mark the 25th Anniversary of the arrival of the Sacred Heart Fathers at Olton Friary, the Parish Choir is giving a performance of John Stainer’s ‘The Crucifixion’ on Sunday March 11th at the Friary at 7.30pm.No tickets required; there will be a collection at the end on behalf of the Friary Maintenance Fund.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Meeting in Church on Tuesday 14th March at 7.40pm.Also on Thursday 30th  March

7.30-9.30pm there is an evening of Recollection at MaryVale.If you are able to attend please let Father Dominic know as soon as possible.

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting: Available on the website.

Please remember in your prayers the sick of the Parish

Anne Carroll         Damian Crowe    Greg Steele

Marie Francis       Doll Williams       Michael McIIvanney

 Richard Bruce         Madge Young        Hannah Maddock   Mary Topping

Richard Goodwin    Anne White           Kevin O’Connor      Eileen Mulry

Colin Chrisholm       Irene Sutton         Freda Bragg

Anne Carroll             Damian Crowe     Greg Steele

