Gift of A Child
I’ll lend you for a little time

a child of mine, he said.

For you to love the while he lives and mourn for when

He is dead. It may be six or seven years or twenty two or three,

but will you, till I call him back,

take care of him for me?

He’ll bring his charm to gladden you,

and should his stay be brief,

you’ll have his lovely memories as solace for your grief.

I cannot promise he will stay since all

from earth return,

but there are lessons taught down there

I want this child to learn.

I’ve looked this wide world over in search

of teachers true,

and from the throngs that crowd life’s land

I have decided upon you.

Now will you give him all your love, nor think 

the labour vain,

And hate me when I come to call to take him back again?

I fancy that I heard them say ‘Dear Lord, Thy will be done,

for all the joy this child will bring, the risk of grief

we’ll run. We’ll shelter him with tenderness,

we’ll love him while we may and for the happiness

we’ve known, forever grateful stay.

And should the Angels call for him much sooner than we planned,

we’ll brave the bitter grief that ca me and try to understand.’
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Please pray for: Margaret Jukes, Doughlas Miles and Frances Voogd who died recently. Also Lilian Powell, Joan Gorman, Renee Goddard,              Ellen Dickinson and Elizabeth Morgan whose anniversaries are at this time.
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Dear Parishioners,

‘Rejoice, the Lord is coming soon! God sends His own Son to save us. Joy and gladness are ours and the time for sorrow and lamenting is over. Christ is standing at the gates and we know He is the one for whom we have been waiting. Do not lose heart. Take courage! Our God is coming!’ One of the best ways we can prepare for the Feast of our Saviour’s birth is by going to Confession; by celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This Thursday evening at 7.30pm. we celebrate a Penance Service. There will be two Priests from Our Lady of the Wayside to help with Confessions. We will also have additional Confessions on Saturday morning from 10.30-12.00 midday. 

This Monday morning we welcome the Sixth Form from St.Peter’s who will celebrate their end of term Advent Mass. You are very welcome to join them for the 10am.Mass.

Our Christmas Fayre has been a great success. There was a lovely atmosphere throughout the afternoon. We are so grateful for your generous support of the Fayre. A total of £3,933:55 was raised from the sale of Raffle Tickets, The Fayre itself, The CAFOD Lunches and donations. To this figure was added the previous week’s collection and a private donation. A total of £5,743:69 has been forwarded to CAFOD in response to their emergency appeal for the people of Bangladesh. A list of Prize Winners for the Raffle is available in both porches. Thank you to all who worked so hard to make the Fayre a great success! I have recently forwarded a large number of Mass Intentions to Aid to the Church in Need. Thank you for allowing your Mass requests to be so beneficial to Priests abroad. The Christmas Masses will require our Readers

 and Special Ministers of Holy Communion to be present. Please sign the Rota in either porch indicating if you are available for a particular Mass.

	December 15th

Saturday
	9.am Celebrant’s  Intention                              Isaiah35: 1-6.10       James 5: 7-10

Matthew 11: 2-11
12.30pm Paddy Brennan  RIP             

6. pm Henley & Gallagher Families
	Confession / Exposition 11-Noon.

CAFOD Lunch  after 12.3opm Mass-2.30pm    

Confession 5.15-5.45pm

	December 16th

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
	Isaiah 36: 1-6. 10     James 5: 7-10

Matthew 11: 2-11                         

9.00am For all People of the Parish

11.am Elizabeth Morgan RIP         
	Tea/Coffee available

 after 9.am/11.am     

 Masses. Christmas

Carols / Readings 4pm

	December 17th Monday

O Sapientia
	Genesis 49: 2.  8-10   Matthew 1: 1-17                                     

  9.40am The Rosary
 10.am Helen Oldfield -80th b.day 
	C.W.L. Meeting 7.30pm

	December 18th

Tuesday

O Adonai
	Jeremiah 23: 5-8      Matthew 1: 18-24                  

  9.40am The Rosary

10.00am Larry McLoughlin Ints.,

12.30pm  Maureen Seager RIP 
	Legion of Mary 6.30pm



	December 19th
Wednesday

O Radix Jesse
	Judges 13: 2-7. 24-25   Luke 1: 5-25

7.30am Celebrant’s Intention 

9.40am The Rosary

10.am Bridget Farrell Intentions
	

	December 20th

Thursday

O Clavis David
	Isaiah 7: 10-14             Luke 1: 26-38

 9.40am The Rosary

10.am Chris Galligan RIP                       

12.30pm Helen Mullins RIP
	Exposition 10-30am-12.30pm

Penance Service 7.30pm                                            

	December 21st

Friday

O Oriens
	Song of Songs 2: 8-14    Luke 1: 39-45                                  

 9.40am The Rosary 

10.am Alice Corr RIP

 6.30pm Sheila Joyce-  Intentions

7.30-8.30pm Choir Practice
	 Exposition 10.30am-12.30pm            Exposition/Holy Hour 5.15pm until 6.15pm



	December 22nd

Saturday


	9.00am Celebrant’s  Intention  

Isaiah 7: 10-14              Romans 1: 1-7

Matthew 1: 18-24                                                            

12.30pm Andrew Lavelle RIP &

               Catherine Walsh RIP  

6.pm Daniel Brosnan RIP 
	Confession  and

Exposition 10.30am-Noon CAFOD  Lunch after 12.30pm mass – 2.30pm

Confession 5.15-5.45pm

	December 23rd

Fourth  Sunday of Advent
	Isaiah 7: 10-14             Romans 1: 1-7  

Matthew 1: 18-24                         

9.00am Michael Rochfort RIP                                       11.00am Eileen Campbell RIP
	Tea/Coffee available after 9am/11am Masses

Carols by Candlelight 7.30pm

	Offertory Collection Last week: £958: 66     Gift Aid £ 291: 90  Loose: £666: 76

Retiring Collection  last week: Poor Missions of  Diocese £484: 04 

THE CHRISTMAS POSTER- from the Knights of St.Columba will be available as you leave Church today. Please take one and display it in your front window during the Christmas season, Proclaiming Christ as the True Reason for the Season.

NOVENA OF PRAYER-The Filipino Community are having a Novena of Prayer at Corpus Christi Church, Stechford from 15th December to 23rd December.  Mass and Devotions will take place each evening at 8.30pm.All are welcome


LOURDES FUNDRAISING-On Sunday 23rd December there will be a ‘Carols by Candlelight’ fundraising evening beginning at 7.30pm Mince pies and light refreshments will be available.£3 per person

BOYCE & STANLEY- The Promise Christmas Concert. 21st December St Chads Cathedral.8pm. Tickets £8.Ticketline 01675 466 254. 

CHRISTMAS READINGS AND CAROLS-The Children from St.Augustines School will lead us in the singing of Carols on Sunday 16th December at 4pm. in Church. All are welcome.

CAFOD LUNCHES- On Saturday afternoons of Advent we will be having CAFOD Lunches. Do please support this endeavour. If you are able to help, please inform Mrs Annette Kelly.

THE MEMBERS OF THE SOLIHULL WELCOME APPEAL-An appeal for toilet soap and socks for gifts; also 2nd hand hats, scarves and gloves all ages and sizes; also men’s, women’s and children’s jackets and coats. Boxes will be available for gifts. Please deliver clothes to the Church Hall on Wednesdays between 1pm-3pm or Friday mornings after Mass or contact Sr.Ruth-705 4186 regarding other arrangements.

CATHOLIC TODAY- will be available this weekend-price 50p. Also available are the Diocesan Directories price £2.50.

Readers this week                                   Eucharistic Ministers this week

    Saturday 6pm D.Bixby                                   Saturday 6pm M.&G.Coburn

                          C.,Teeling                                                      B.Ryder/R.Bird  

    Sunday 9.am M.Keating                                 Sunday 9am N.Hart/K.Bolton                                                                             

                         P.Deneny                                                         M.Deneny/Keating         

    Sunday11.am  R.Nicholson                            Sunday 11am  A.Kelly/F.Smith

                         M.Marsay                                                        B.Day/E.Duffy                                                                                 
   Next week’s rota in italics.               

Please remember in your prayers the sick of the Parish

 Damian Crowe      Mary Topping                   Maureen McQuillan    Anne White
 Marie Francis           Michael McAvinney                 Eileen Mulry                Jose Belson

 Hannah Maddock   Kathleen McLoughlin       Jenny McHale         James Wall                  Kevin O’Connor         Kenneth Shirley                    James Moran                Freda Bragg

Patricia Jones              Ann Warren             Baby Brendan Culley     Baby Samuel Neal        Irene Sutton                  Baby Jones                  Michael Hyland                    Jane Farmer                  Anita Giblin                    Patsi O’Brien






















