Holy Mary, Mother of God, you have

given the world its true light,

Jesus, your Son- the Son of God.

You abandoned yourself completely to God’s call

and thus became a wellspring of the

goodness which flows forth from him.

Show us Jesus. Lead us to Him.

Teach us to know and love him, so that we too

can become capable of true love and be

Fountains of living water in the midst

Of a thirsting world. Amen.

Concluding prayer from Pope Benedict’s encyclical Deus Caritas Est

In the poor stable of Bethlehem, Jesus, You were born of Mary, Virgin and

Mother. In Bethlehem, as Emmanuel, God-with-us,You revealed Yourself

to shepherds and to Kings. In Bethlehem the angels sang, promising

Peace, a peace the world cannot give.

Jesus, our Lord and our Brother,we praise You and we thank You.

For today Bethlehem is the beacon which enlightens our path.

Teach us to discover Your Face in those who suffer and face

Discrimination and  in those who are persecuted for their faith in

You and Your Church.

In Your Name, we wish to console and serve them.

Use us to establish Your Kingdom of truth, justice and mercy.

Lead us, with Mary and Joseph, towards a new Bethlehem of

Pardon, peace and joyful hope. Amen.
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Please pray for: Olwen Walsh Jacqueline Richardson and Frederick Simmonds who died recently.Also Kathleen Ewart, Joan Handley, Doreen Mary Essex, Mary Concannon, Thomas Kennedy and Maureen Ferran whose anniversaries are at this time.                           
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Dear Parishioners,

The Gospel of today’s Mass tells us of the Annunciation from the point of view of St. Joseph. He is that faithful and wise servant whom God placed over Our Lady and the Christ-child. As we ponder St.Joseph’s prayerful and loving response to God’s plan for our salvation let us ask for the desire to imitate his fidelity to grace.

Father Sean, Deacon Andrew and I wish each of you a truly blessed Christmas. May the coming of our Saviour dispel all fear from your hearts and may His light shine on others through you.

The Offering at the Christmas Masses is your traditional Christmas offering to the Priests of the Parish.

We look forward to celebrating with our Altar Servers their Patronal feast on St.Stephen’s Day. Mass will be at 10am. and there will be refreshments in the Hall afterwards. All are welcome. Next weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family.

Our thanks to Mrs Wilmott, the teachers and parents of our children-and the children themselves for the beautiful ‘Service of Light’ last Sunday afternoon. Thank you to you all for your generous support of the Parish both spiritual and practical. Please note that there will not be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on Thursday and Friday during the holiday period.

The Dominion Car Park will be open for parking for all the Christmas Services.

With our joyful Blessings to you and your families-

Father Sean, Father Dominic and Deacon Andrew.

	December 22nd

Saturday
	9.am Celebrant’s  Intention                              Isaiah 7: 10-14  Rom 1: 1-7  Mt 1:18-24

12.30pm Andrew Lavelle  RIP &

                Catherine Walsh RIP            

6. pm Daniel Brosnan RIP
	Confession / Exposition 10.30am-Noon.

CAFOD Lunch  after 12.3opm Mass-2.30pm    

Confession 5.15-5.45pm

	December 23rd

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
	Isaiah 7: 10-14  Rom 1:1-7 Mt 1:18-24                         

9.00am Michael Rochfort RIP

11.am Eileen Campbell RIP        
	Tea/Coffee available

 after 9.am/11.am     

 Masses.    Carols by

Candlelight   7.30pm

	December 24th 

Christmas Eve
	Isaiah 9: 1-7 Titus 2: 11-14 Luke 2:1-14                                   

12.30pm Mary O’Sullivan RIP &

                 Fiona Kavanagh RIP

4.00pm Thomas,Catherine and Frances Anne Kelly RIP & Celebrant’s Intention

8.30pm Anne Reidy Intention &

Terry Daly RIP
	 Parish Missal Page 35           

8.00pm Carols and Readings before 8.30pm Mass                                                          

	December 25th

CHRISTMAS DAY
	Isaiah 52: 7-10 Heb 1:1-6  John 1:1-18                

 9.00am Lee Farrell RIP &

               Mary O’Donnell Intention

11.am Liam Jones RIP & Anthony and Mary Padden RIP
	Parish Missal Page 37                    

Parish Missal  Page 39

	December 26th

St STEPHEN

Patronal Feast of Altar Servers
	Acts 6: 8-10  Matthew 10: 17-22

10.00am Holy Souls
	Refreshments in Hall after Mass

	December 27th

St  John

Evangelist
	I John 1: 1-4          John 20: 2-8

 9.40am The Rosary

10.am For all People of the Parish                    
	                                           

	December 28th

The Holy Innocents

Feast
	1 John 1: 5-2; 2      Matthew 2: 13-18

 9.40 am The Rosary                                           
10.am Mary Concannon RIP

3pm Nuptial Mass-John Holt and

Sasha De-Speville Hawker

 6.30pm Thomas Kennedy RIP
	          

	December 29th

Saturday


	9.00am Celebrant’s  Intention  

Eccles 3: 2-6 12-14   Colossians 3: 12-21

Matthew 2: 13-15. 19-23                                                           

12.30pm Sheila McHugh RIP

6.pm  Celebrant’s Intentions
	Confession /Exposition 

11am-Noon 

Tea/Coffee available after 12.30pm Mass

Confession 5.15-5.45pm

	December 30th

Fourth  Sunday of Advent
	Eccles 3: 2-6  12-14  Colossians 3: 12-21  

Matthew 2: 13-15. 19-23                         

9.00am Patrick James Harding RIP                                      11.00am  In Thanksgiving
	Tea/Coffee available after 9am/11am Masses



	Offertory Collection Last week: £996: 16     Gift Aid £ 312: 23  Loose: £683: 93 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT- There will be no Exposition next Thursday and Friday the 27th & 28th December.


LOURDES FUNDRAISING-On Sunday 23rd December there will be a ‘Carols by Candlelight’ fundraising evening beginning at 8pm Mince pies and light refreshments will be available.

THANK YOU-The members of Solihull Welcome would like to say thank-you for the response to their appeal for gifts. Second hand winter clothing is still welcome.

S.S.MARY & JOHN CATHOLIC PRIMARYSCHOOL-Head Teacher required for the beginning of Summer Term 2008. See notice board for details.

Readers this week                                   Eucharistic Ministers this week

    Saturday 6pm C.Teeling                             Saturday 6pm R.Ryder/R.Bird

                       T.Cund                                                         B.Ryder/R.Bird  

    Sunday 9am P.Deneny                                Sunday 9am M.Deneny/A.Keating                                                                             

                      B.McHale                                                            M.Deneny/Keating         

    Sunday11.am  M.Marsay                            Sunday 11am  B.Day/E.Duffy

                       C.Hodrien                                                         B.Day/E.Duffy                                                                                 
   Next week’s rota in italics.               

CHRISTMAS ROTA

Monday 24th 12.30pm                                     Monday 24th 12.30pm
    P.Farrell                                                        P.Farrell/H.Brookes

                          4.00pm                                     4.00pm

    A. Parishioner                                                A. Parishioner

                          8.30pm                                     8.30pm

V.Oliver/R.Bird/K.White/P.Farrell                A.Kelly/R.Bird

Tuesday 25th   9.00am                                       Christmas Day 9.00am
 Gerry Coburn                                                  Gerry & Madeleine Coburn

                                                   11.00am

  Tina  Mackay                                                     A.Kelly/E.Duffy

Please remember in your prayers the sick of the Parish

 Damian Crowe      Mary Topping                   Maureen McQuillan    Anne White
 Marie Francis           Michael McAvinney                 Eileen Mulry                Jose Belson

 Hannah Maddock   Kathleen McLoughlin       Jenny McHale         James Wall                  Kevin O’Connor         Kenneth Shirley                    James Moran                Freda Bragg

Patricia Jones              Ann Warren             Baby Brendan Culley     Baby Samuel Neal        Irene Sutton                  Baby Jones                  Michael Hyland                    Jane Farmer                  Anita Giblin                    Patsi O’Brien            Bob Smith                           Nuala Carthy






















