Catholic Church of Saint Augustine

Parish Meeting held 30th November 2005

7.30pm in the Parish Hall

MINUTES

Father Dominic opened the meeting with a prayer.

Father Dominic began by thanking everyone for attending the meeting and also for the very warm welcome both he and Father Sean have received in the Parish.  He gave special thanks to Annette Kelly for her housekeeping help, Kathleen for her secretarial help and Bobby Ryder for all his hard work in setting up and administering the St. Augustine’s website.

Agenda Item B – Overview with key emphasis on ‘Evangelisation’.

Father Dominic asked us to reflect on the following:-

As a community, how do we reflect Christ?

How can we help each other to know Christ better?

How can we reach the wider community?

Can we explore every means of focusing our endeavours to reflect the richness of Christ’s love in our own lives and in the wider Parish community?

Agenda Item C – Immediate concerns:-

1) Michael Green is the representative from Maryvale who is responsible for parish catechesis and formation.  He has suggested that it would be extremely useful for volunteers from the parish to attend the Training for Catechists which takes place at Maryvale over 4 weekends in the year, plus additional work which is done at home.  The training course gives those who attend great confidence and ability to communicate the faith.

2) It was suggested that a parish member could take responsibility for the Altar Servers with particular emphasis on rotas and training.  It is hoped that eventually all Altar Servers can be enrolled in the Guild of Saint Stephen.

3) The implementation of a Youth Group in the parish will be dependent upon volunteers but as there has already been some interest shown, it is hoped that this group will get underway in the New Year.

4) Christmas Mass times have been decided as follows:- 

Christmas Eve – 12.30pm, 4.00pm and at 8.00pm Carols and Readings followed by First Mass of Christmas.

Christmas Day – 9.00am and 11.00 Masses. 

5) It has been suggested that the Christmas Crib be moved from the side Altar and placed under and around the main Altar.  The Mother’s Group will be responsible for arranging the crib and Father Dominic expressed his gratitude to them for all their help.  Father went on to thank all the parish groups for their efforts and hard work.

Agenda Item D – Future Dates:-

1) A Penance Service has been arranged for Tuesday 20th December at 7.00pm.  This will include Scripture Readings, Hymns, General Examination of Conscience and Individual Confession.  It is a great opportunity for the parish to celebrate communally, God’s forgiveness.

2) Children’s First Confession has been arranged for Wednesday 5th April 2006 at 2.15pm in Church.

3) First Holy Communion has been arranged for Saturday 24th June 2006 at 2.30pm.

4) Confirmation date – to be arranged.

5) The Lourdes Pilgrimage with Father Sean will take place from June 12th to June 19th 2006.

6) The Medjugorje Pilgrimage with Father Dominic will take place from June 1st to June 8th 2006.

Any Other Business

1) One parishioner spoke about her experiences as a new member of the parish some years ago.  She described the parish as unwelcoming and unfriendly.  Father Sean reminded us that we must all be true to our Christian vocation as brothers and sisters in Christ.  We must make every effort to involve new parish members in all aspects of our parish life.

2) In a similar vein, there was a further suggestion that refreshments could be served after every Mass to encourage us to be a more sociable parish.  Father Dominic had no objections at all to this suggestion but reminded us that volunteers are needed to provide such a service.

3) Rose Walsh, our parish Brownie Leader, informed us that Brownies, Rainbows, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts used to be invited to take part in Church Parade on the 2nd Sunday of every month, but this no longer happens.  Rose reminded us how important it is to involve our parish children in the Mass.  Nigel Watson, one of the parish Cub Leaders, echoed these sentiments.  Father Dominic expressed his concern at this situation and suggested that Church Parade be resumed in the New Year, possibly on the 3rd Sunday of every month.

4) The subject of First Holy Communion was of great concern to many parishioners.  Those parishioners who have been parents of Communicants in recent years shared their experiences, most of which sadly, were disappointing.  Two suggestions were presented;-

a) That Communicants are split into two groups and celebrate their sacrament over two consecutive weekends.

b) That a system of allocated seating be introduced in Church.  There has been an offer of help from a parent to establish a small group of parents to help organise this.

      Father Dominic has offered to organise a meeting in the New Year with Mrs Willmott, parents of this           

      years Communicants and anyone wishing to share their experiences or those people willing to help in                   

      this year’s celebration.

5) Father Sean raised the issue of Church Wardens and asked how many we have in the parish.  Sister Ruth mentioned the need for Wardens especially at funerals where families need the greatest support.  It was suggested that Father Dominic and Father Sean invite parishioners to become Wardens ‘from the pulpit’.

6) There was a request for Vespers and Benediction to restart.  Father Dominic has suggested the 3rd Sunday of the month at 5.00pm to begin in January 2006.

7) Michael Keating who promotes the work of CAFOD in the parish asked how we can do more as a parish in terms of fundraising.  Both Father Dominic and Father Sean are very keen to do more in this area.  Father Sean spoke about the work that was done in his last parish and spoke emphatically about his commitment to the poor and needy.  It was suggested that an annual fundraiser would not only help CAFOD but bring us together as a parish.

8) Bill Peck, a teacher of R.E. at St.Peter’s, spoke about the need for silence in church and the importance of quiet prayer and contemplation.  Several parishioners supported his comments, stating that whilst the 12.30 pm Saturday Mass was particularly noisy, most Masses have certain levels of undesirable noise.

Next Meeting

Thursday 9th February 2006

7.30pm in the Parish Hall – all welcome.

